THEOLOGY AND PHILOSOPHY
IN FIRDAUSI
In this essay an attempt will be made to examine
the religious teaching of Firdausi on topics like the
Divine Nature, Cosmogony and Creation, as also some
of his philosophical and ethical dicta. Our aim is
not merely to quote his views on these points but to
correlate them with the very similar or even identical
views in Pahlavi works extant. It will be found that
Firdausi drew markedly and continuously on these
works for his philosophical and religious ideas, and
that he had either read them himself or had some of
the writings interpreted for him. We shall find him
on occasions even hinting at some author or authors
from whom he drew his inspiration. The probability
is that he knew a fair amount of Pahlavi himself,
though a contrary opinion has been expressed by high
authority. Further, we shall also find that Firdausi
is the representative and the successor not only of
the Pahlavi historical tradition but also of its philoso-
phical speculations and views; that Firdausi was
indeed happy in working in the mine of Sassanide
history and mythology and philosophy, but that, on
the other hand, Sassanide theology and philosophy
were fortunate in finding in Firdansi such a brilliant
poetic exponent and interpreter.
So far no attempt has been made to put together